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Character of Cardinal HE 


thought to refer to ſome emi- 
- nent Perſon in this Kingdom ; I 
thought 1 it not improper to pub- 
liſh the following Letter, to con- 
vince the World, that it intirely 
referred to ſome Affair! in a Ar. 
ſtant Country. LT bet „ 
This Letter ſeems d bes Writ 


ten by an impartial French Gen 


tleman in Parts, in Anſwer to a 
Letter from a F riend in. this 


2 


L ART having been lately - 
= publiſhed 1 in this City, which, by 
a Set of ignorant Critichs, was 


PREFACE. 


B Een, who appears to £ rain 
had a great Curioſity to be ſatis- 
fied in relation to the Character 
of Cardinal HLLARI, and who, 
at the ſame time, takes Occaſion 
to give his Friend a ſhort Ac- 
count of the Situation of our Af 
fairs in Ireland; on which the 
F oreigner Was pleaſed to make 
ſome Remarks, in a N Judi 
cious Manner. to 
Altho' the Scene of the Letter 
be entirely in France, and of Con- 
; ſequence, the Articles mentioned 
in it can be no way applicable to 
us in this Country; however, I 
thought it might not be altoge- 
ther unacceptable to the Publick, 
as a moſt curious aut hentich Hi Alto 
9 of ſome foreign Triac n 


8 
a +8. 


TE 


THE GENUINE 


CHARACTER 


+208 O F 
Cardinal HIL ARI, &c. 


S 
AVING, at your Requeſt, 
made the ſtricteſt Enquiry 
into the genuine Character 
of Cardinal Hilari, J have 
here attempted, in the beſt Manner I 
could, to ſatisfy your Curioſity. 


To write in a delighting or inſtruc- 


tive Manner, is not a Talent poſſeſs'd by 
every one; but, I hope, the Truth of 


| thoſe Facts which I relate, and the ſin- 


cere Deſire I have to contribute to 


your Amuſement, will, in ſome Mea- 
ſure, attone for the many DefeCts, 


which may be diſcovered in this Let- 
It 


ter. 
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It is obſervable, that Perſons of great 
Abilities are always moſt expoſed to 
Detraction; but, when thoſe in high 


Stations, are equally conſpicuous for 


extraordinary Talents, they rarely eſ- 
cape Without ſevere Inſtances of it from 
the Worthleſs, or the Deſponding. 


This Obſervation hath not appeared 
with greater Truth, in any particular 
Inſtance, than in the Perſon of that il. 


luſtrious Prelate, who is the Subject of 
this Letter; whoſe ſingular Abilities 


have procured him that Denim which 
at preſent he worthily poſſeſſes, and 


that Z2vy which is unavoidably the 
Purſuer of true Merit. | 


*Y muſt, in the firſt Place, inform vou, 
that the Character of Cardinal Hilari, 


is entirely fabulous, and generally ima- 
gined to be a fictitious Name, to conceal 
|. a Satire on Cardinal FRANCO; a Man 

- moſt diſtinguiſhed for Learning and Pro. 


bity, molt perfectly accompliſh'd, of 
great Abilities, and great Zeal to em- 
ploy 
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1 or all of the whole Set, who are 


TF) 


ploy thoſe Abilities for the NES of 


the Publicłk. 


It was no difficult Matter, to digin. 
guifh who was meant by the Character 
of Cardinal Hilari, when they deſcrib'd 
him as a Man of rare Abilities, cqurte- 

ous aul affable in his C onverſation, and a 
Lover of Hoſpitality: Becanſe among 
the whole Set of mtred Foclefiaſtictes, in 
this Part of the World, we have but 
few to guefs ar, who have the leaſt 
Claim-to any of theſe Endowments; 
but by blending Vices in his Character: 
the Author of that Per foi mance made 


it almoſt impoſſible to difcover who was 


particularly hinted at; by his Aubition it 
wes univerſally agreed; that Cardinal 
Chantilli was exactly deſcribed; by con- 
verſing withmean Men, Cardinal Bruſco: 
by his Inoratirude, CardinalTrito; by his 
forming Parties, Cardinal Altrero; "by 
his being'employ'd in dirty Work, Car- 
dinal Hortenſio; by his Want of Sincers- 
ty, Honeſiy, and Humility, (Three or 
Four excepted) one migfrt fx upon a- 
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acknowledged — Partiality). to 


be equally excellent in all. chole Re: 
ſpects. 


** 


3 as Cardinal Swe hack 
lately appear'd to great Advantage in 
the Defence of his Country, the Preſer- 
vation of the Church, and aſſerting the 
Liberties of the iaferior Clergy ; it is no 


great Wonder, that the Zeal of. the. 


vanquiſhed Party, ſhould vent itſelf in 


all the ſcandalous and abuſive Shapes; 


that Rage, Malice, Pride, and ill-Fortune 
can form or ſuggelt. | 


I ſhall, therefore ſappoſe, that this 
wile and publick. ſpirited Prelate, is al- 
luded to, under the Character of Car- 
dinal Hilari; and ſhall give you his 
undoubted genuine Character, which 
I have careſully collected, not only 


from thoſe who have the Honour of his 


Friendſhip, but from the univerſal O- 
an of the World Concerning him. 


It is very remarkable, that Cardinal 
Franco was almoſt the ſingle Inſtance of 
* apy 


BY. 


any Eccleſiaſtich, being advane'd: to the 
Epiſcopal Honour, purely as a Reward of 


Genius, Learning, and exemplary Virtue; _ 
And it hath been privately inſinuated, 


that Ae is likely to continue ſo; for, if 


all high Stations were to be ſupplied 


with none but Perſons of eminent Ta- 


lents, they, perhaps, would not be eaſi- 
ly influenced, to ſell their Country, and 


their Conſcience at ſo cheap a Rare; as 


malicious People generally imagine they 


do; and conſequently, they might prove 


very improper Jools to promote Schemes 
prejudicial to the public Gead : They 
might, perhaps, prove ſo ſingular, as to 
prefer the Love of Virtue, to the Love 
of ſecular Dignii, and act out of the. 
common Road by adhering to Honeſty: 
Or, perhaps, having Virtue and Lear- 
ning themſelves, they might endeavour. 


to promote none but Perſons of remar- 


kahle Merzt, in direct Oppoſition to the 
prevailing Practice at preſent: And the 


World may with great Eaſe conceive, 


how dangerous the Con ſequence of ſuch 


perverſe Hiſpoſitions might be, to the 
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11 is thought, therefore, that our 
Cardinal was preferred only by Way of - 


Experiment: But, it appearing, that 
he was inſpired with all thoſe uncom. 


mon perverſe Qualities, which I hinted 


above, and which might diſconcert all 


the preſent Schemes for impoveriſhing 
and oppreſſing the Clergy, the Progreſs 
of his Advancement hath been preven- 


ted with the greateſt Caution. 


I muſt inform you, Sir, that there 
hath been lately a very remarkable 
Conteſt between the ſuperior and infe- 
rior Orders of the Clergy ; the one, 
anxious to enlarge their Spiritual Do- 


minion; and the other, equally fo, to 


maintain their preſent Advantages, | 
and hinder any Encroachment on their 
Liberties. FW 4 


And, in my Opinion, no one Circum- 
ſtance appeared ſtronger in Behalf of 
the inferior Clergy, than this; that He, 

| who 


e 2 ue 
a 


who by the Confeſſion of his Enemies, 


is ambitious, ſhould appear as the Sup. _ 


porter of their Cauſe, againſt all the 
Power and Sollicitations of a Couft, 
and all Proſpects of further Promotion; 
which generous Procteding could not 
poſſibly be occaſioned by any other 
Conſiderations, than the Love of his 
Country, a Tenderneſs for the Clergy, 
(whom he had Humility enough to 
conſider as his Brethren) and his Zeal 
for the Promotion of Viriuve. 


And ia this great Conteſt, nothing 
feemed more ſurprizing than the faint. 
hear tedneſs of the whole inferior Cleroy; 
for ſome, through weakneſs of Undet- 
ſtanding, and others, through fear of 
Diſobliging, declined appearing in an 
Affair, which at once concerned the In- 


tereſts of themſelves, their Friends, their 
Liberties, and their Religion. Nay, {| 
What is ſtill more amazing; ſome of |} 


thoſe who were even vigorous at firſt, te 
render the Attempt ineffectual, have, 
now, either thro' a Spirit of Fear or In- 
eratitude, permitted the greateſt Inſults 

29.4 againſt 


n . 

againſt him who was the Soul of the Un- 
dertaking, to paſs unchaſtis'd, as ſoon 
as the Affair was decided in their Fa- 
vour. e 

It is faid, that he entertained hopes 
of the Arch-Biſhoprick of Reims, and of 
the Papacy itſelf; but this is a manifeſt 
Abſurdity and Contradiction, ſince e- 
very Body knows, that it hath been for 


| | : many Years the reigning Politicks both 


of Rome and France, to elect Men of the 
leaſt Worth and Learning into both of 
thoſe profitable Stations; and conſe. 
quently he was by ſuch Politicks effec- 

rually excluded from the ſmalleſt Ex- 
pectation of either. Whence it became 
a kind of Proverb in Rome, that Cardi- 
nal Franco had abundantly too much Learn- 
ing to arrive at the Papacy. 


It was further remarked, that he al- 
ways ſeemed to have the publick Good 
in view; while his real Aim was to exalt 
himſelf, The firſt Part of this Remark 
' this Actions have evidenc'd to the 

World; and the latter, I believe, ap- 
47:05}. pears 


(13) 


pears entirely groundleſs, from the Rea- 


{ons that I have already offered. 


But, the very reverſe of this was vi. 


ſible in the Conduct of molt of the other 


Cardinals; they aQted too openly even 


to pretend the good of the Publick, and 
yet their thirſt after Power and Promo- 
tion was infatiable. 


However, as I cannot juſtify cy” * 
diual in all his Proceedings, having, at 


firſt, declared to relate nothing but un- 
doubted Facts, I mult alſo ſubjoin ſome 
of rhe Failings of that Great Man, which 


his Friends will not be able to contra- 
dict, and his Enemies are for warde e- 
nough to proclaim. | | 


And 1a the firſt Place; i it muſt be con- 


feſſed, that he was always guilty of 


great Hoſpitality ; a Diſpolition fo very 
ſingular in one of his Station, that it 
might juſtly render him ſuſpected of 
having ſome ex Haan in Agitation. | 


Bc ſides, | 
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Beſides, it is thought to be both a 
dangerous and unprofitable Example to 
the reſt of that venerable Body; who, 


altho' they were ſaid to be ſet apart to 
feed the Flock, could never be induced 


to underſtand that Inſtruction in a litte- 


Our Cardinal, indeed, as he believes 


and underſtands the Scripture, may plead 
in his own Defence, that St. Paul re- 


quires a Biſhop to be a Lover of Hoſpita= 
tity: but, however, this will be but a 
very inſufficient Argument in his fa- 


vour, ſince we can prove from long 


Experience, that neither St. Paul's Ad- 
vice, nor his Example, ſeem to have the 
ſmalleſt Influence on Epiſcopal Elections, 


in this Part of the World: And (Franco 
excepted, and one or two more whom 


I could name, if I Was fure it would 
not hinder their future Prefetment) I 


believe Imay challange the whole Kings 
dom to fix upon any one Cardinal poſ- 


ſeſſed of any one of thoſe antiquared, 


Apoſtolical Qualifications; or, to ſpeak 


more 
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the very reverſe of what St. Paul re- 
commends. Fi e 


To illuſtrate this Particular with a 
few Inſtances. 3 


St. Paul deſires that a Biſhop ſhould” 


not be given to filthy Lucre; and yet 
Lord was exalted to that Dig- 


nity ! He requires that a Hiſhop ſhould 


not be given to Mine; yet Lordi 


hath been remarkably diſtiaguiſh'd! He 


ſays a Biſhop ſhould not be Covetous ; 
yet Lord 


Pride; and yet in direct Contradiftion 


to both theſe Precepts, Lord hath 
found Means to be preferred to the 


Purple } 


Let me then ask you, to what End 
or Purpoſe ſhould Perſons in high Sta- 
tions affect the Appearance of Virtue ? 


or, be cautious in concealing their Vice 
88 * : mm 
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more properly, who is not eminent ſor 


„with all imaginable eaſe 
Was advanced to the Mitre! He poſi- 
tively declares, that a Biſhop ſhould not 
be a Novice, left he be lifted up with 


Fi 

or their Ignorance? Are Cardinals leſs 
reverenced for their Defects; or, in the 
ſmalleſt Degree further from Promotion? 
Are they leſs powerful at Courts? or, 
leſs capable of enflaving their Country? 
Are they deſpiſed for the abundance of 
their Wealth; or, diſregarded for their 
Thirſt after Power and Profit? No; ra- 
ther quite the contrary; and conſe- 
quently Cardinal Franco's hoſpitable Tem. 
per (not to mention his Learning, and 
other Qualities) ought infallibly to be 
reputed a high Crime and Miſdemea- 
nour, affecting Singularity, in a Way of 
acting, where he might be confident of 
having very few to keep him 1n-Coun- 
tenance. FE Cali 


| SS unpicdoceble failing in Car- 
dinal Franco, was, that he generally 
made Learned Speeches in Public Aſſems 
blies; and here, I confeſs, his Detrac- 
tors had a great Advantage againſt 
him; for even his beſt Friends cannot 
deny, that, in this reſpect, he ſeemed: 
to be deficient, both in Point of Diſ- 
cretion and Politeneſs: it being a ſtand- 
«1 ing 
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big Maxim, that Perſons who are ent 
fled to ſpeak in Pablick Aſſemblies, ought - 


always to adapt their Diſcourſe to the 
Underſtanding of the Hearers, be they 


never ſo ignorant: I would therefore 


deſire to know, whether pleading with 
great Learning and equal Judgment, 


Was a likely Method to adapt his Pi,. 


courſe to the Capacities of his Audience; 
or, whether he did not violently tranſ- 
greſs that Maxim, by ſhewing a moſt 


deep and comprehenſive Underſtanding - 


ro an Aſſembly leaſt qualified to diſcern 
it? Nor was it the leaſt Wonder; that 
ſuch Hearers ſhould grow. weary of ſuch 


Diſcourſes, ſince talking Learnedly was 


to them, little better than talking Unin- 
teig. 122 


It was, indeed, judiciouſly remarked, 
that the Management of Publick AE 
fairs was not within the Sphere of our 
Cardinal; and the Reaſon is plain, be- 
cauſe they generally were managed by 


Perſons of infinitely meaner Abilities, 


who, like Lamps of Lead to a Machine, 
were moſt proper by their own natural 
Heavineſs, to put it in Motion. And 
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how happily the Concerns of the Pub- 
lick can flouriſh under ſuch Diſectors, 
is evident enough from the Plenty, the 
Wealth, the Proſperity, and thriving 
Commerce of this Kingdom (of France) | 
at preſent. The by 


I could with great Eaſe enumerate 
many more Failings of this kind, which |} 
have very much contributed to make 
this eminent Prelate odious to moſt of 
his Brethren, ſuch as his natural Con- 
tempt of Riches, his pablick Spirit, his 
 Humilicy to his Inferiors, and his Afe 
fection for his Country: And many 
other Peculiarities, for which he is not 
a little condemned. But I fear, having 
already too far tranſgreſſed the Bounds 
of a Letter, x | 
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Yet, Sir, I cannot forbear congratu. 
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lating you, who have the good Fortune | 
| to reſide in a Country directly the re- 
l verſe of all that I have here deſcribed, l 
1 both in its Prelates, and its Directors f 
1 of 'Pablick Affairs, where none are rai. 4 
| ſed to any. Eminence, but for a remark- |. 
"RR 3 


— - 


able Superiority of Merit, Learning 
an Wie? > 112 ng 


T ̃be fingle Diſtreſs which (by your 
Letter) you ſeem to labour under af 
preſent, is, that Foreigners. are gene- 
rally advanced to the moſt honoutable 
| and beneficial Stations among you? 
| Yet I freely confeſs; that the Natives | 
of your Country ſeem too much diſplea- 
ſed with the Proceedings of their neigh- 
bouring Kingdom in this Particular. 
And on the contrary; I cannot but acs 
| count the whole Conduct of your Ex., 
_ gliſh Brethren to be a ſtrong Proof gf 
their Affection and Eſteem; for; ſince 
very mean Abilities, ſmall Virtue, and 
leſs Learning, are eſteemed the moſt pro- 
Per Caalifications for filling the higheſt 
referments, is not their {upplying all 
beneficial Statibns among you, with their 
own Natives, a convincing Evidence, 
that the Advancement of your Religion, 
the Proſperity of your Trade, and the 
© Preſervation of yout Liberties, are the 
otily Things they can poſſibly have at 
| Heaft, in providing for you Perſons, 
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in theſe ſeveral Reſpects, ſo excellent- - 
ly qualified? Nay, I own, Iam in great 
doubt, whetber your whole Kingdom 
could furniſh a ſufficient Number, of 
your own natural Growth, in theſe Re- 
ſpects, half as well qualified for your 
higheſt Stations, as thoſe which are 
conſtantly provided for you, with all 
poſſible Tenderneſs and CircumſpeQi- 
on from among your: Neighbours, _ 


After all the Arguments you have 
uſed to perſuade me, that the lare At- 
tempt to divide the Eſtates of the inferior 
Clergy, into ſmall convenient Portions of 
ten Or twenty Pounds per Ann. would be 
of dangerous Conſequence to your King- 
dom, as it is circumſtanced at preſent; 
yet am I ſtrongly induced to be of a 
_ contrary Opinion, and to believe that 
the Intereſt of your Country was prin- 
cipally intended by that Scheme. 


And the Reaſon is plain, becauſe 
there being at preſent a probable Ex- 
pectation of having none but Exgliſomen 
preferred in your Kingdom, thoſe who 

. are 


* 


wiſely contrived, by reducing Livings 
into very ſmall Annuities, in ſome mea- 
ſure to proportion the Income of the. 


Paſtofs to their Quantity of Learning, 
 Virtup, or Worth of any Kind: And 


conſequently Preferments of te» or 
twenty Pounds per Ann. conſidering 
Things in this View, would probably 
be ſufficient to overpay the hig heft Me- 
rit of any Engliſh Incambent that might 
be promoted among you for many Ge- 
nerations. c 


But (entreating pardon for this Di. 


greſſion) I muſt aſſure you, that Car- 
dinal Franco is at preſent more eſteem- 
ed and reverenced than it is pdſſible to 


conceive: He hath no Enemies but Fools 
or Xa: He is regarded as the Pre- 
ſerver of his Country, and the Aﬀerter 

of its Liberties: He enjoys a perfect 
State of Health, and hath the united 
— N Prayers 
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are at the Head of Affairs, and are thjge 
zeſt Jud f Engliſh Clerical Merit, © 

beſt Ju ges of Eng iſb Clerical Merit, 
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